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Books chronicle 2004 ‘snow miracle’
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Clark Childers, author of "More Snow for Kids" holds his book outside
a moving billboard that advertises the book on Friday in Brownsville.
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That night, Childers and
her son forgot about their
plans to attend Christmas
Eve Mass at Corpus
Christi’s Church of the
Good Shepherd. Instead,
they stood outside the
church taking in the
“magical” weather

“ICids were leaping oul of
cars to play in the snow, and
their parents could not
control them. They flung
themselves down hills
wearing socks for gloves
and squealing. It sounded
like a schoolyard,” Childers
said. “My son, being a
writer, turned to me and
said, *Someone ought to do a
book about this,' and that’s
where it all started.”

H-E-B agreed to
distribute the first book.
The first printing sold out
in a week, Childers said.
One book wasn't enough.

“We kept meeting people
asking us to do another
book and to publish more
photos and more photos
from the Valley, too,” she
said. “This one (volume
two) has a different feel
It's more country.”

The Valley photos start
on the fourth page of
volume two, with a shot of a
snow-covered stop sign by
Harlingen resident Ralph
Luaces. Rob Guerra of
Edinburg won first prize in
the Valley contest for his
photo of snow-covered palm
trees reflecting in a resaca.
Printed next to that photo is
Rin Grande Cit;r resident
Gracie Saldana's second
prize-winning photo of a
blanketed mission. Lisa
Flores of Mercedes won
third prize with a snapshot
of three horses standing in
a field of snow.

The book Features an
essay by KGBT
meteorologist Brian Hale.

“That night was a
historic event in The Rio

Grande Valley, but most of
all, it was a blessing,” Hail
wrole.

Inside are more photos
from McAllen, Harlingen,
Brownsville and other
Valley cities.

Childers rolled into
Brownsville on a 25-foot
Airstream trailer decorated
with photos and images
from her books on Friday,
part of a statewide book
signing tour. She and her
son, Clark, antographed
books for local residents at
several H-E-B stores and
videotaped interviews with
people who had fond
memories of the snow. They
have plans to pitch a
holiday TV special to the
networks.

“Everybody has a story,
50 I've kind of become the
snow listener,” Childers
said.

“More Snow for Kids”
features move submitted
photos, a rhyming
children's story written by
Clark Childers and
illustrations by Corpus
Christi seulptor William
Wilhelmi.

Tor the illustrations,
Wilhelmi sculpted pages
from natural clay, then
drew and painted playful
cartoons on them using
natural dyes and glazes.
The clay tablets were fired
and then scanned into a
computer and integrated
with submitted photos of
the snow and Childer’s
Story.

“The printer looked at
me like [ was crazy, but we
plopped it down on the
scanner and it was
absolutely perfect.”
Childers said.

Both books can be
purchased at local H-E-B
stores. A percentage of the
funds raised will go to the
H-E-B Literacy Project

Childers will finish her
book signing tour on Dec |
She's debating whether or
not to start work on another
snow bool.

“I'm still not sure,” she
said about the prospect of
another volume. “My son
keeps kidding me saying
that if I do ‘Even More
Snow,” people will think I'm
craey.”
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